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Bidwell:

Appreciate the park

By Laura Ursany
Bus noss Ecilor

hen she discoversd
tat  ae one  hng
mhoree o zimple

Feld goide to Mdwelt
fark's Nora wndt fouam, Jeonne Buore
was instonished. Eight years and o
seeon: nrinlirg of the goide, the
tormer Chien State Urivarsity biol-
gy nstractor s st astoalshed —
wnl adone o her Oeld,

Wrilten in shmple ters that g
genvral reasder or young sudent ¢in
mdesstaned,  “The  Nunee  of
Bitheell Park™ transhates the Thre
clenan o the pork thar wre eusily
nissed,

From tiny yeliow flawers onder
font 1o the ereptures who iide in
cines and erevices to those who
rule iz wky, Beve unfolds & puncra-
R ANEMOWE (G ey who tamp
the LT 8nere wiklunds,

T ihe ginide 1o the park for g
FRCN WO exprriente, of St
i enehag and consaime pages for
i Toimdision nev onty ol Bidwall
Fark's makeup by of inich of the
RONN sate, ’

Heer ooy evond the surren
T arad haeatiiing, racking the
prark’s pealege development, el
A Rafkeety B Pastory,

There's w sectinn 6y John pnd
Anaie Bidwell, wha wecided helore
s ety tha the city shedle
revcive the imd. The conveyanee
dad mut ovens unii) 1908, but Hore
pennts ot thae e deed clenrly
debmes the gift ox being from b
Jotin and Araie Bidwe):,

Bisse wiss moved o Giekie 3 see-
ol edition aidrer the LK copies
her 1991 euide diseppearcd
fonya f ke shelves,

Adding e project was s
Lav vhe il nt be eble to melinle
ereryihiing b the St edition, sugh
av Hhe coierlid Biches tha cliegs 1
1o b

For e reveed edition, she's
gane aaore e skepth on cerain
ey, s well s ineluding new
clemenin, Added 1 the ook s 1
seutier st ks it Were ined by
jovah tribwes, dhac hists sl Planty
wiling i e st printing,
Aoy, she's dediasicd ae
catie edini  ferns, psaes, fie
entons und Jivnen,

Tl e nivarrassed sbong sotie of
e thangs nussing from the Y
gunde” Boze sand, "They were
enighty "

With guicde In o Hose hupes
people will slow disen and loek

mote cafelally swhon dhey're i e

ol

8580-€£€ES
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park,

Sweffed v b rsudabie inserss, the
goide vovers mare 1w 10C plama
une animat aketebus done by
Cynthia Dvhes and also by Bose's
nicphew, Jasen Lee Nowe,

Asin her Birst boors, Boze direein
fhe render 19 where ihe plant or ani.
mabis bkeiy 1o be Mo, Far pxam.
ple. wille birds, rhe ietis whether
they may be om tree trnns, on the
groand or percked on sl dranch.
Ny,

Ry achomwlodies e piy
svery plant and tree Tonnd in the
pork e inelwried, primacily because
he missiag wems are genernlly
well knowe,

Wil the cicarly W -Hiten descrips
dons and thy dlustrations, a povice
natre view:r ean idemsify moving
or wtili lile.

“Lowailad acommunily ook
rather dhan o oiext,” wid Linze, who
holds a hachie e denre in Sig)s.
Ry ambonsier's dogiee in batany,
Body fromm Cludy Sk Uniseraify,
She cume 1 iy areain the carly
19703,

Bove wowid be thnlled if folks
cuuld el ity gips dawers Trom
sesunbled ¢ or poont te a foyon
hash b gnming o nleraesy fo

Botanist, former

Lo
€-h PhXo by Ty Barvow

Author Jeanne Bore finds the teriin of Bidwell Park p fUEliVl haven -

and an Inlriguing clagsroom.

sk hislory, Bore sified heoogh
vears of meeting recands from ity
ety and park commisione,
2RING P R amazing paonmerd
af ddbis T Among thow are the

instructor pens

second edition of her sold-out book
on Bidwell Park

WhEUs srmind dheny wooold be ja
its plewsing,

My poal i ceeane penple
shoul the park so it they e
vaiue 1L send Hose, wh acts dowp
o Chico’s nansve puk sevenl
Homes s mutith,

“We e eoms o i ely won-
derful alwe wheee the  Biena
Nevudie amil e Cinendes mwet,
There e ahw rich vutley sobls, (he
b caps anc! e crecks, 11 come
bines wnoahe thiv oy powsing
plucy.”

Bove hus w L seelon on
ndicns, wean g« Dacifa] tale of
Veltow  Plosws and Aniclope
Runaes o revesd what e shinka
it Gife in Ao ane might bine
Feen fike. She wxplores dwir Hiving
secommndations, ld, daily eaise
tence, eelebearons ane culture,

foside the Mook uise is s map of
upper wmd Lowver Bulwell bark,
posiniog ou Ledinks,

Te exXpant uer M tedize s ot

fctx thar water wkiing wos ahowed
o Horseshae Lake in the 19N,
and - fhal e pork wis p mopine
sstizatinn for ovemight vanging
in the eurly 194N,

For Bose, the park has abwaga
heen o aientl-and physieal eseape
fronm she rigers of Hie for e fope
e Cliivs resddent who posw 2aiis
Pazfise hier home, Living  in the
Hay Aren Jor o few yoses ool
working s L grovndskeeoer oy
seitlew Bier devenion 1o the park,

Nix an ssue she dwells upen,
Doz bas muliiple aclersis  and
switlidre w feonr teaehing o her voe
diion worsencd. She reles upon o
oty apessad pessonal velicle
fur her furoys inin the pask, and Fas
then e sehicle e panona!
parks wnd dowp into forests thit
make (wosnated Nikers pick el
WhVi.

With her apprechation of (he laml
e s wild inhakitnts, Baze is
graveful diat park officials nad deei.

sion akers are ROWI e pro.
tevtive,

aciag e park now e

b Derhicides posing hualik
e for somons anu Lmms,
aoiert PRI i fieee) 1" ptacling.
and the ongoing war ngains npne
mise plants, .,
Bose i inirigucd with abel
UPWeiiing wae of goats instend f!
horhicides, .
“Goat hooves e diflere
There shouldo the a problem wigd-
em” said Bose, who poter mag.
sehieduting ond dengih o1 grasng
time would e ¢iivnd vlements in
e Jan, . .
v is supportive of s imros
duction ol prexcribed burne being
wssa in the park, knuwiny thist ﬁrq-
CHUOATARES  Fegrowth ul fitive
plinis, .
"1 ocaw Yellowsione Nanona'
Park whier the had Tire of 3 fow
yaurs Bk, bowas ipresed with
R quickly planic were coming
Bak,™ .
B dwelt ek b found vae ond
olesio play in Hese's Jite, Soe L1
ernily raer her bwskand g Fives
Mile Fool, and bnew that Chico
was 10 be honwe alier Bdirng dn love
Wi e park. its poals amd quies
phaces. '
Hae book selle fur aixont $)15.
and can be found at Tower Bucks,
Cliicw Creek Niure Center, Chicir
.Bmlc Universily  hookanmd angd.

idweld Mension's visitar cenao

/a::;;;'%\~

€Ea3poy ¢

4

dgg:sn zo g7 unr



MBRE DOCOMERMTATION  IN
T TGE CRPRRATET TRE

| . 'L26  SUNDAY, MAY [0, 1998 * -

SOPPORY—
v e ——

Readers
Recommend

Brink, Rolling Hills Estates
“The Little House an the
Prairie, RR. 2, Patterson
Road, P.O. Box 525, Sullivan
B1951; ted (217) 728-477.
Queen Anne Victorian B&B
with poai in Amish country,
near goll course, lake and
summar thoatsr, Fantastie
break{aste.” Fales: $63.60-
37850 double; open Aprii 1
toJan. 1. '

- France—~Thom Hen-

Grand Hotel Jeanne 'Are,
Bivd, 8t. Maycel 48, 75013
. Paris; tel 011.33.1.47.07.
48.17, fax 011.83.1.47.07.
87-17, Cemfortable hotel on
Left Bank near Gare d’Aus-
terlitz and Métro, Showab
and TV In room.” Rales
doubles fvom about $80,
South Africa—-Richard
and Eus Procler, Arcadia;

Vriande St., 8001 Cape

8437, Newly renovated
“B&B in quiet, close~in luca-
tion, Warm hospitality;
sumptuous breakfasts.”
Rate: about $78 double,

Travel Seotion, Times, Timos
Mirror Squars, LA, 90033,

[ Letters

" Slincls—<Dr, Dale Vanden

“drickson, .Seal Beach: “Le -

B Th"e‘ Read

Hikers Versus Bikers

_A8 a longlime hiker fn-our Jocal
rountaing, § fervenlly second John -
McKinney's ¢omments { "F‘indin; .
the Rocky Rdge of Civilization,”
Hiking, April 19), Most tnountain
bikers do not give warning of their

Revisiting Cambodia

rapld approach. Some de—many
lirnes when they are nearly on top of
a hiker, Jaaving little time 1o veaet,

Sharing of trails is @ good {dea
when sharing can be aceamplished
"with sefety, Hikers and equestrians
coexist nicely, probably because
the torealn dpas not permit riding
al & gellop. Bikers on a downhill
ard another story, to

Along with many other hikers, I
have written several ibttess on Lhis -
subject- to the powers that be,
without. ey relief. The expressed
attitude has been “we'll try it and
see if it works” Well, it hasn't
worked, and any number &f scared

"Batavia Guest Lodge, 6
Town; tel. 011-2782-481- -

Send recommendotions to

8690-£ES 0OCS

\1've experienced this each of the!

“\_\___“‘__S .

and injured hikers can confirm
" that,

1t ls time 10 abandon 2 failed
éxperiment. . N
. SIDNEY LEWINTER
Redondo Beach

Kudos te McKinnwey for K8 vor
accurate -deseriptior of th
Hummingbird Tratl in Simi Bills,

Also unfortunately acourste iy
his portraya! of the terrible haz-
erda of hiking on a trail not fit fop |
bicycles ai all=much less when -
these “butt-brains” literally fly -
down the traft with crimina! disre-
gard for anyone or anything on it.

several flmea I have hiked this i
athi!'wtpe unique and delightfu}
trad

. JOANS. WEAVER
Chatsworth

1 really enjoyed the articles on
Angkor Wat {“Return of the Lost
City,” April 19),

How limés change! When my
wife and | visited Cambodia in 1991,
the Grand Holel d'Angkor wes a
near run, with electriclly provided
between 6 and 10 pm. only. Most
rooms did nol have seats on the
tofleis or lids on the tanks. Now it ig
alwwry hotel run by Raffles. )

However, even under the very
adverse circumstances that existed
in 1891, the Cambodian people
were wonderful and went out of
thelr way to make our visit as
pleasant as possible,

I would like 10 quarrel with o
slatement made by writer David
Lamb. He said “archeologists con-
sider the ruins bf the Khmer em-
pive the rive) of Peru's 'lost’ Inca
city of Machu. Piechu,” I'd like to

- know who these archeologists are,

Machu Piechu is truly a ruin,
with only skeletal remains of walls
and foundations, What makes it
special is the spectacular Andes
setting, The Angkor comylex con.
tains bundreds of temples and
palaces, each intricately carved,

MYRON CAKES
’ San Marino

Send letters, with your phone

number, 1o Travel Section, The Times,
Times Mirvor Square, L, A. 80052,

s@2pol L

d2£:80 20 §1 ung
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new crew of bad boys,”* he said.
. The paw had

guys include the

¢ and- leaders of hig pwn &a;ty who are’

bnther promotng ‘he

fract with

(4]

mation  America, .

i Chico

wid .
“That sin’t po contract, 1U's

v s ohbitided: 1t's just the fatest.
: political scam 10 come-down the

¢ called pike. We havé e contract already
i6, but ——the Constitution.”'” ‘

gaction-
joh and

tlowed

stog_ped
o ‘\ght

y Js to
the civil

{
§ retired

.O'.

s Sprain’
‘REGISTER
§-year-old
two stolen
i School
ording - 10
chool offi-

£ boys who
pons were
hird. grader
fsiof.

| Ted Suili-
{12:10pm.
boy in the
ought two

w if ie wés
and or what,
wdents 8aW
ght 10 teach-
ated them,”

Cleaver, spoke to about 100

people st Laxson Auditorium in
an- ovent sponsored by Chico
State University Associated Stu-
denis Progsamming.

He was to have spoken heze

couple of weeks ago but cance ed
pecauss he was ilt, His talk this, .
woek “was not well-publicized:
and the audience was small.

Dealing drugs landed Cleaver

er brings gun

Rosedsle to intorview the boy.

- ."he child's father was ‘con-
. tacted, -and the third -grader

was taken to the police siation.
He was cited for having '@
firearra on school grounds and

_released to ihe custody of his

father, ‘who Wa3 extremely

_ooncerned, Larasad., .
7" The boy had stoles’ the gins"

from @ location otber than his
parenis’ home and concealed
them  for & couple of dsys

* before taking them to school, ;-
Lara indicated. .

“These are both starter’s
gung, but one is deilled out in
the barrel so that it does have
the caPnbi!ity of firing 8 .22
bujlet,’" Lara said, o

“The one * with the hol-
lowed-out barrel Was fully
Joaded with blanks." .'

A sergeant and (he polics

O DO TS

was there fic wiue

WU WA
Iee,” 8 best-sellar about the
qlicaation of African-Americans.

1 the 19608, he joined with
Bobby Seale and Fluey Newion

Mg/ 7 /s W& 1 ZS8mm s

%o form the militant Black Pan- movement;

thers,

his aititede was tempered

Newton, who insisted on obeying

the letter of the law,

Jeaver defended the Panthers,
_saying, “the vhost tmporiant

thing we did was, siand up
guthority." ‘

~ The justice the militants
‘sought still-has not been won,
the solution 18 not to *‘restart the
Panthers,"” he said. s

head could cause serious in-
jury or death, especially If the
victim wes 8 child, "
" The weapon that hed been
drilled out is by definltion &

firearm,” said officer Dan |

Fonsccs, former renge naster,

: "Police seid they did ot
" know who had modified the

starter’s pistol. .
[ think this young boy wip

“trying to 'impress s friends

and show off,’ Lara said.
*'Fortunately, some other stu-
dants observed him with the
uns and ‘did the apﬁroptiatc
mgby telling » teacher."'
The thicd grader is facing
serious consequences, accord-
ing to Bemie Vigallen, diree-

tor of the district’s aliernative,

jearning programs. ,
He "“fabes possible expul-

Clesver goid he ; advacal;d
_yioleance and was ready. for, wer
" with the police in-Oakland, but

but .

s to schoo

gases._ﬁianks fired ot point- -
blank xan%e agatnsl u person's at

great step in
‘ said.
B A ot of

1t may have begu in 1215
gome English
king to sign
by ensuring the
tain rights, he said.

" hmerica’s

the Magne Carta, 1
English people cer-

. as

io get good jobs, pArLiCipaic i

.the political system and ‘'rej

all forms of recism,”” he said, '
To undesstand the ¢ivil rights

. Cleaver said, It's

necessary to consider its origins.

‘reject \

‘when
grong forced the

founding was 2

that same spirit, he

ople criticize the .

founding fathers for being slave
owners and racists, he said, but
he added you ‘have to consider

single-track

1 leading to  Mount
!'aﬁggﬁéﬁt - e

meede council listened to about

f testimony before

ban Tuesday night.
Of the, 150 people who tumed
out for the meeting, the pro-ban
faction narrowly outnumbered

.those opposingit. !

At fssue was & two-mile long
path, called the Cypress Trail,
* Which streiches from Cypress
Avenue in Mill Valley to the
Tenderfoot Trail on Mount Tam-
alpais. It was oné of the few
trails leading to the

mountain that al‘lqwod bicyelists,

two hours ©
voting on the

e A8

8680~-EES 0ES

. "{:zmg for
. s.. ~ got &
X Qg °90A~

laimed.. the
he safety of }

e Meroury- department’s former range

o master both confirmed that sion snd 8 definite repri-

ara went fo  because of the force of the mand,” said Vigallon.
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New trail unnecessary

Although the notion of the proposed Annie Bidwell Trail extending through the south side of upper Bidwell
Park "within sight and sound" of the creck sounds romantic, it may not be & good idea.

The south side of upper park already has over 20 miles of trails, the north side over 50, These traia are
heavily used by mountain bikers and in many locations, irreplacesble topsoil is rapidly eroding away. During
the wet ssason even hikers degrade the trail system and adjacent vegetution by avoiding mud puddics along
the trails.

Mountain bikes on the trails of upper park during the wet season are especially detrimenta! to the stability of
the topsoil. In spite of rules that prohibit this activity, bikers regularly can be found along ihe trails in the rain
or shortly thereafter. Park rangers seem ineffective as they are rarely observed on remote trail locations,
especially on the south side,

Why build new trails when the city can't afford to adequately maintain and improve over 75 miles of existing
trails? Besides, uppor Bidwell Park already has a trail within “sight aud sound® of the oreck, only it's called
the Yahi Trail and it's on the north side.

The Bidwells entrusted the ieaders of this community with a valuable resource. If our leaders are to properly
manage the park, they must maintain existing trails, enforce trail rules and restrict new trail development to
those deemed absolutely necessary.

- Josephine Guardino, Chico

http://www.chicoer.com/articles/2002/12/23/editorial/letters/guardino txt 2/26/2003
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Trail damage on the rise; bikes blamed

By LAURA URSENY - Stafl Writer

A new generation of mountain bikes are giving cyclisis the fastest and most fun rides of their lives, but some
say they st causing greater damage in Bidwell Park.

Wider, deeper marks began appedring over the last six months, aceording to purk users who want to see the
issue brought to the table. They're seeking support and leadership from the mountain bike cormmunity.

Park users Susan Mason of the California Native Plans Society and patk trail volumteor and local dontist
Michae! Jones waited through Monday's entire Bidweli Park and Playground Comanission to ask that the
issuc be put on a future agenda.

Mason and Jones say thcy’vo socn the damage left behind by mountain bikes, and it's worse than ever.

Mason talked 1o a local bike shop owner, who said technical improvements allow cyclists to go faster. When
the direction is downhill and momentum mounts, that means wider, deoper marks. Mason also complained
about jumps cyclists are making from rock ledges.

Meson said she'd like cyelists and bike stores to be involved in this discussion, 8 well as Chico State
Upiversity's bike team.

"Trails P've soen hiave gone from being two faet wide to six feet wide. There's significant damage,” Jones told
the Park Commission.

*] think they're going fest and sliding around on ciarves.”

Jones suggested trail speed limits of about 5 mph. Cyelists sould go faster on Ten-Mile House Road, said
Jones, and Upper Patk Road. .

Jones showed the commission the International Mountain Bike Association's "rules of the frail” that conid be
applied to upper park.

Those rules start out by saying, "The way we ride today shapes maountain bike trail aceess tomorrow.”

The association's Web site - www.imba.com - reproduces the rules, which it says are *recognized around the
world 28 the standard code of conduct for mountain bikers." The site translates the rules into other languegos
as well. ’

After the meeting, Jones said he particularly likes the rules that say impact on trails shonld he minimal, that
stress control, and yielding 1o others is a habit, rather than exception,

The issue of trail damage is expected to be bronght up to the Trail Safety Committee in January.

htip:/fwww.chicoer com/articles/2002/11/29/news/newsS. ixt 2/26/2003
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‘Spandex’ bikers are a park nuisance
" Dear Editor

I think there should be a speed limit, some courteous rules or a special
lane for the “spandex™ bicycle racers that fee) the need to run those ot us
that don't ride or walk as fast, off the road and into the bushes in Bidwell
Park. .

The park is for cveryonc's pleasure and enjoyment, and is more than
not, spoiled by those few who feel they are superior to the rest of us. This
is an on going problem and not just a rarity. Approximately eight out
often times my family and I have ridden our bikes through the park and
there has been at least one of us that has just about been plowed over by
one of those egotisticu! speeders.

I've also seen elderly people tuking relaxing strolls, enjoying the tree-
lined roadway, and been disheveled by these arrogant bicyclists, They
ride at such dangerously fast speeds and continue to go those speeds even
on blind curves. They must feel that the rest of us should be prepared to
stop or get out of their way at a moment’s notice, They yell profanities.

“they scream “right,” expecting us to know what they mean, and are just

basically rude.

Most leisurely park bike riders or walkers are taking in the sights, day-
dreaming or just enjoying each other's company, and a loud yell Irom
someone coming up behind them is startling, disturbing and sclfishly
ruining their park experience, :

I"'m sure I'm not the only one that has experienced this chronic dilem-
ma, and have felt frustrated by not being allowed to fully enjoy Bidwell
Park. Anniz Bidwell would be very upset at the thought of elderly citizens
of Chico being run off the road of her purk that she so graciously donat-
ed to our town,

Pcople of Chico, unite! If you feel that this problem has gotten totully
out of hand, contact your City Council and do it now, spring and summer
are just avound the corner! Make a difference!

CASEY SELKO

Chico

ke dalic
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TraH Tiders,, e "
‘Heln{ng park users get, a.long," A;:nl 11_

It;s tru@ that eqqestnans Bre auoWLd on
most! o the §9{ miles of trails in the. Folsom
Lake and A.uburn frails, However, 100 percent
of the trails/are open 1o pedestrians, dog walk-

treulg are open to'mountain bikers, and eques-
trians are not allowed bn tb.oae trails, \Folsom
Lakg' “and' Auburn, trr,ﬂ] ajeas, are unigue,in
their accessibi ity td équeamang because only
percent fo § sreent of all Cahforma public
trails ‘are operl to. horses. ’[‘hat is & uughw
small piece of the pubh\, trail pie. = -

N Horses andf mountain, bikes, are. mcompntx
bls] from the' points of safety and environinen-
‘tal'damage’ A horse ig ‘g liying entity with its
ewn will, and ita own sepse of survival, 1t cun

cun certuinly causs a horss to jump off & steep
* treil, Equoestrians routinely practice Lrail ti-

rored by bikérs.

"Just because a hig business interest such as
mountain bike manufacturers decides its time
lo cush'in on the assols deve.oped end main-
tained by others doesn't mean it can circun
vent years of hard work, donated time, money
and devolion-io environmental praservalion ex-
hibited hy the equestrian ccmmunity. How
about contributing in kind to build, maintain
and petrol new trails for the bikers, trails they
o wid have to share with pedestriang? Muk-
ing this type of commitment would not only
demonstrate sincerity, but it also would ensure
the safe and sane use of these trails. - o, -,

‘.

Loowls

ers and fo‘ks with baby strollers. Many miles of

i W % W Mary Gale Loxber

and .will spdox if alarmed, and it'a}no; secrer
b that & couplﬂf of'mountain bikes com mg around -
f .the;trail, piloted by spandexed, hooting riders,

quette, This.seems to be a custom mostly ig- |

”
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